
 
MONADNOCK QUAKER MEETING NEWSLETTER 

Fourth Month, 2023 
CALENDAR  
Sundays 10:30 AM Meeting for Worship, in person and on zoom (For onsite, please wear a mask.) 
April 16 12:15 +/- Meeting for Business 
April 23  
April 28-30 

After Mtg.  Meeting Workday  
Silent retreat at the Meeting House 

April 30 
 
May 4 

After Meeting 
for Worship  
4:00 PM 

Second Hour: FCNL Request for Discernment on Reproductive Health & Abortion 
(*see article below) 
Quaker Readers 

May 14 
 
May 21 
May  28 

After Meeting 
for Worship 
12:15 +/- 
1 or 1:30 PM 

Ministry and Counsel at the Meeting House 
 
Meeting for Business 
Memorial for Jean Stine at the Meeting House 
 

 
 

 

Quaker Readers Book List May 2023 to January 2024 
Quaker Readers meets at 4 p.m. on the first Thursday of the month either by Zoom or in person 
or a hybrid of the two. A decision will be made on the day before as to the format and location, 
and this will sent to the MQM email list. The group is coordinated by Denise Ginzler. If you plan 
to come in person, please RSVP to Denise at 603-878-3702 or <dginzler@mindspring.com> All 
are welcome either as regulars or as occasional drop-ins. Any questions - contact Denise.  
 

May 4 – The Dressmakers of Auschwitz by Lucy Adlington 
A powerful chronicle of the women who used their sewing skills to survive the Holocaust, 
stitching beautiful clothes at an extraordinary fashion workshop within one of the most notorious 
WWII death camps.  Well-researched and well written. (2021) 
 

June 1 – Band of Sisters by Lauren Willig. 
A group of young women from Smith College risk their lives in France at the height of  
World War I. Historical fiction based on a true story;  very well written. (2021) 

 

July 6 - How the word is passed: a reckoning with the history of slavery across 
 America by Clint Smith. 

 

August 3 – America for Beginners by Leah Franqui 
 

September 7 – Review of the Quaker Peace Testimony 
Readings: “Do Friends still need the Peace Testimony?” by Adria Guliza, Friends  
Journal, August 2022, and letters responding to it, Friends Journal, September 2022. 

 

October 5 – Paradise by Abdulrazak Gurnah. (Nobel Prize 2021) 
 



November 2 – Girl, Woman, Other by Bernadine Evaristo. (Booker Prize Winner) 
 

December 7 – The Walls Between Us: a memoir of friendship across race and class  
by Wendy Sanford 

 

January 4 – Small is Beautiful by E.F. Schumacher. 
 
 

 

“When an individual is protesting society’s refusal to 
acknowledge his dignity as a human being, his very act 
of protest confers dignity on him.” 

 Bayard Rustin  

 
 

 
 

 
Photos by Judy Brophy 



 
 

 
On a sunny day in April when I saw my sister after two years 
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Leaf. 
Life calls to leaf 

Leaf calls to laugh 
Laugh calls to listen 
Listen calls to light 
Light calls to love 
Love calls to life 

Life calls. 
 

Denise Ginzler 
 
 

 
 

 
*FCNL Request for Discernment on Reproductive Health & Abortion 

 

FCNL’s (Friends Committee on National Legislation) Policy Statement, The World We 
Seek, serves as our foundational document, outlining FCNL’s broad policy positions.  Section 
III.2.7 states that since Friends are not in unity on abortion issues, “FCNL takes no position and 
does not act either for or against abortion legislation.”  After the Supreme Court’s ruling 
in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, overturning Roe v. Wade, the Policy 
Committee heard concern from Friends around the country about FCNL’s lack of a position on 
the issue of abortion. 
 

FCNL is asking for Quaker Meetings and churches for help in discerning what FCNL should say 
about reproductive health care in its policy statement.  FCNL would like our response by May 
1st, 2023. 
 

As FCNL’s liaison for our Meeting, I have scheduled a second hour after Meeting for Worship 
on Sunday, April 30 to discern what we may want to send to FCNL on this subject.   
 

Barbara Jo Kingsley; FCNL liaison 
 



 
 

April 23rd is Workday at the Meeting House 
Dear Friends, 
House and Grounds Committee will hold a Spring Workday on Sunday, April 23 after Meeting. 
 

We hope everyone can come and join together to pick up sticks, take down storm windows, 
rejuvenate the gardens, etc. 
 

Remember to bring work gloves, pruning saw, clippers, rake, etc. if you have them and come 
dressed for working outside.   
 

 
 

Silent Retreat at the Meeting House; April 28th to 30th   
Four times a year a small group of people gather at the meeting house for a stillness 
retreat. Retreats begin with a Friday evening potluck supper, a time for talking, sharing 
our news and making any plans for our time together. Around 8 PM we have finished 
talking and clearing up from supper and we gather in a circle around a candle and enter 
into the silence. We depart from the circle one by one as we are led and settle down for 
about 20 hours of quiet time. We use the time as our instinct leads us. 
 

If you would be interested in joining in, please contact Kate Kerman (603) 876-4562, 
kkerman@phoenixfarm.org or Denise Ginzler (603) 878-3702, dginzler@mindspring.com 
 

Retreat dates for the rest of the year: 
July 28-30 and October 27-29 
 

 
 

 
Friends out for a walk (photo, R. Diercks) 



 
Monadnock Quaker Monthly Business Meeting 

March 19, 2023 
 

AGENDA: 
Worship. 
Clerk: Invitation to share.  Reinstate sharing at business meeting.  Volunteers needed 
House and Grounds - no action items 
Finance- action- approve new insurer. 
Emergency Housing - no action items 
New Business / Old Business / Announcements 
Closing Worship 

 
23-22 Friends gathered at 1:00 for a Meeting for Business, in the meetinghouse and virtually over 
Zoom.  Friends in attendance were: Barbara Jo Kingsley, Peter Kingsley, Doug Armstrong, Michael 
Batinski, Anitra Sorensen, Denise Ginzler, Jim Giddings, Heather Mundahl, Bob Diercks, Megan Jensen 
(recording clerk), Judy Brophy (clerk). 
 

23- Friends opened with worship.  
 

Let us bring the whole of our daily lives under the ordering of the Spirit. 
Let our faith free us from crippling fears so that we may live 
adventurously. In relations with others, let us exercise imagination, 
understanding and sympathy. Let us live and work in the plainess and 
simplicity of true followers of Christ. 

NEYM Faith and Practice, Queries on Personal 
Conduct 

 
The clerk would like to resume the practice of beginning business meetings with a time for 
Friends to share about their individual faith witness, ministry, or where they are in their Quaker 
life journey.  Members who have a sharing to bring to the Meeting can get in touch with Judy to 
schedule a date on the meeting calendar. 
 

23- Ministry & Counsel Committee 
Friends accepted a report from Ministry and Counsel as presented by Peter Kingsley: 
 

M and C report for March 19 

The Ministry & Counsel committee met in person on 3/12/2023. Present were Eleanor Cappa 
(co-clerk), Robert Diercks (co-clerk), Peter Kingsley (recording clerk), Ada Kerman, Travis 
Belcher, Judy Brophy (ex officio, Meeting clerk). Regrets from Michael Batinski. 

1) We want to expand the options for joining small groups, such as faithfulness groups but 
including other possible formats, and invite people to contact Judy Brophy if interested in 
forming or joining such a small group. These groups typically meet once a month. 



2) We are preparing a draft State of Society report to be presented at the April business meeting 
for discernment. 

3) We will modify the signs about wearing masks in the Meeting House to reflect the evolving 
covid-19 incidence and societal attitudes about masks and social distancing. 

4) The piano apparently is not usable and cannot be repaired, so we want either to find a new 
home for it or else to throw it away. 

23- House & Grounds Committee 
Friends accepted a report from the House & Grounds Committee as presented by Anitra 
Sorensen (with much delight and appreciation for the committee members’ research and repair 
efforts that have saved us a great deal on window replacement!): 
 

House & Grounds Report to Business Meeting 
March 19, 2023 

 
Tasks completed this month: 
1.  Committee met Feb. 26, 2023 with Barbara Jo Kingsley, Doug Armstrong, Anitra Sorensen, 
and Travis present 
 
2.  Our fire extinguishers have been refurbished and returned to the Meeting House.  An annual 
inspection is required, and every 6 years they need to be refurbished. 
 
3.  We had a water test done, and there are no bacteria present.  We got a test to show how 
much was Arsenic 3 vs. Arsenic 5 in our water.  This is needed to form a treatment strategy in 
case we decide to pursue this in the future. 
 
4.  Pristine Water came to assess our water softener that has not been working for months.  
They diagnosed a very simple fix.  There was no electricity going to the unit.  Travis fixed the 
electrical problem and the unit is now functioning.  Pristine Water came back to help us adjust 
the backwash cycle.  Everything is now working properly.  They said we will probably need a lot 
less salt to be added as the backwash schedule is now less frequent. 
 
5.  We were offered the possibility to purchase a defibrillator through an advertisement on the 
phone answering machine.  We decided we do not need this. 
 
Tasks still being worked on: 
1. Better overhead lighting for the Fox Room. 
2. Installation of bulletin board for Fox Room. 
3. Disposal of Meeting School records in the basement. 
4. Finish insulating the basement sills. Travis is looking into having professional spray 
insulation done. 
5. New top for table in First Day School room. 
6. Fallen tree has been cut up.  We think it may be infested with Emerald Ash Borer. We 
are waiting for the County Forester to advise us how to safely dispose of the tree without 
spreading the disease. 
 



Window Report 
When we went to Belletes to look at vinyl versus wood window replacements, they told us there 
may be a way to replace the openers without replacing the whole window.  With a bit of back-
and-forth picture sharing and looking in catalogs, Belletes identified a company that might have 
replacement openers.  Doug found these on line and ordered one to test it.  He installed a few 
days ago, and it worked wonderfully.  
 
Now, instead of replacing 6 windows for a cost of about $10,000, we can replace the openers for 
about $40 each!  Since this will come to less than the $500 requiring business meeting approval 
for a capital expense, there is no need to minute this expense.  
 
We may still need to replace the kitchen window as this had water damage and rot that 
occurred several years ago and caused us to nail the window shut.   
 
Anitra Sorensen  
Clerk of House and Grounds 

 
23- Finance Committee 
Friends accepted a report from the Finance Committee as presented by Denise Ginzler: 
 

Monadnock Quaker Meeting 
Finance Committee 

March 12, 2023 
 

The Finance Committee met on March 12 with Anitra Sorensen, Betsy Marshall, Denise Ginzler  
and Peter Kingsley present, Peter as Treasurer ex-officio. Denise served as clerk.  

Late addition: As of March 12, 2023, we are 71.2% (260 days out of 365) into our fiscal year, and 
have received 72.2% of the budgeted total income (individual donations and use of the MH), so 
we seem to be in pretty good shape. 

Treasurer’s report. 

Peter reported that MQM finances are about the same as last month, with donations behind 
expenses. He noted that last year some donations, from those who give once or twice per year, 
came at the end of the fiscal year.  He plans to give a report at Business Meeting. His new 
computer came with Windows 11, which is not compatible with our version of Quickbooks, and 
thus not usable. He will look into either downgrading the version of Windows, upgrading 
Quickbooks or other options. 

Insurance policy. 

Betsy has done a good deal of research on Brotherhood Mutual and Ken Dorothy, their insurance 
agent,  has given us a quote of $2,385 for an annual premium. She set up a zoom meeting with 
him for the committee on March 7th, and he went over the policy point by point and answered 
questions. It includes property and liability insurance, and is similar to our present policy from 
Church Mutual. Both are large, reputable insurers of churches. The premium for Church Mutual 
for the next year is $3,263, so we could save over $800 by switching. We agreed that it makes 
sense to buy insurance from Brotherhood Mutual. 



Action Item: Does the Meeting agree to changing our insurance from Church Mutual to 
Brotherhood Mutual? 

We set our next meeting for Sunday, April 2. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Denise Ginzler, clerk 

 
23- Finance - Approve new insurer 
Upon hearing that the committee has put a great deal of time into researching and comparing 
insurers, and that the committee members share a sense that Brotherhood Mutual is at least 
equivalent to Church Mutual in coverage and perhaps offers better customer service, with a 
lower price, Friends approve the switch of insurance carriers from Church Mutual to 
Brotherhood Mutual. 
 

23- Fox Room Committee 
Friends accepted a report from Ministry and Counsel as presented by Anitra Sorensen: 
 

Emergency Housing Committee 
Report to Business Meeting 

March 19, 2023 
 

A Couple has been staying in the Fox Room since February 19, 2023. They are neat and 
conscientious guests. They are looking for apartments with help from Shelter from the Storm, 
and meet regularly with a social worker.  
 
Recently, we have had two days without power at the Meeting House.  This meant there was no 
way to run the gas heater in the Fox Room or for our oil burner to run.  They mostly sat in their 
car with the engine and heater running.  The town welfare officer offered to pay for a room in a 
hotel in Keene, but they did not want to have to travel that far. 
 
Anitra Sorensen 
Emergency Housing Committee 

 
23- Opportunity for Old Business, New Business, Announcements 
Barbara Jo Kingsley encourages Friends to participate in a second hour on (March 30?) 
responding to FCNL’s request for guidance about abortion & women’s health rights legislation. 
 
There are currently no plans to celebrate Easter as a Meeting -- Friends are invited to coordinate 
any special worship they would like to share (disseminate via Meeting Listserv to ensure others 
are invited!) 
 

23- Friends closed with worship, intending to reconvene March 19, 2023. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, Megan Jensen, recording clerk. 


